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approaching 

 Visit manitous88.org 
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REMINDER  

Pay your dues at manitous88.org 

MEMBER ANSWERS THE CALL 

Manitous Lodge 88 member, BSA 

Troop 391 member (Pinckney, MI) 

and former Navy Corpsmen, Pat-

rick Nalepa, R.N. didn't hesitate to 

volunteer when he heard his em-

ployer, the University of Michigan 

Health System, would be putting 

together a medical team to be 

dispatched to the U.S.N.S. Com-

fort, in Haiti. 

 

Departing on February 14; mem-

bers of the medical team of 10 

arrived in Haiti on February 15.  

The team provided relieve sup-

port to the Navy hospital's personnel who have been working non-stop since the tragedy on January 12, 2010.   

Patrick was extremely impressed with the young men and women who were mature beyond their years.  The 

hard working sailors demonstrated teamwork that was goal oriented and very efficient.  Patrick left the 

U.S.N.S. Comfort with a sense of pride and admiration knowing that the Navy is ship shape, stem to stern.   

The medical team spent 10 days aboard the naval hospital ship before departing for home on February 26, 

2010.  The U.S.N.S. left the Haiti area shortly thereafter and arrived back to Norfolk Virginia on Saturday, 

March 13. 

Do you want to be one of those cool guys running the Lodge????? 
  

If you want to run for a Lodge office, you need to attend the Spring Ordeal week-

end.  You have to write a letter to the Lodge Adviser and talk to me.   
Dan Jechura 

Manitous 88 Lodge Adviser 
Cell: (419) 469-6896 

Email:  redpacecar@buckeye-express.com 
You need to understand what is expected of you, if you get elected. You need to at-

tend the Fall Fellowship to take office.  

-Dan Jechura 

http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
http://www.manitous88.org
mailto:redpacecar@buckeye-express.com


“We who bear the 

Obligation, mindful 

now of  our high 

tradition...” 

-Meteu 
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Contact me at: 

lodgechief@manitous88.org 

Hello fellow Arrowmen, 

 Our Lodge has started on a very good note this year. We are close to finishing all unit elections. We 

have the training for Section Conclave done. We are well on our way to get Spring Ordeal all planned out. I 

want to say thank you to all of the Arrowmen who have helped get this accomplished. We need to get as many 

Arrowmen as we can out to these upcoming events. So spread the word and get as many Arrowmen as you can 

from your chapters out to Section Conclave. I hope to see each and every one of you there. Section Conclave 

is such a blast. More fun than you can imagine! Spirit competitions greater than you’ve ever seen, the Saturday 

Show, F5 Camp Wide Activity (last year Go-Cart Racing), and more!! Don’t miss it. 

 

Yours in the Order, 

Jason Strimpel 

Chiefly Speaking 

Feeling Just Like a Youth Again 

My Brothers,  

     Tonight I feel just like the youth on the LEC.  I’m sitting in front of my computer trying to think of what I want to write about 

this month………….. And I have nothing. I have no clue what I want to talk about.  

      I could talk about all the neat ideas I heard at the NLATS (National Lodge Adviser Training Seminar) I went to in February.  This is 

a one-time training for any adult adviser’s to learn from trainers from all over the country. We are taught how to work with our 

youth leadership.  We learned how to show them how to “drive the car” not drive the car for them.  Did you know Adviser is 

spelled two different ways?  One is spell with an “e” and one with an “o”.  The Order of the Arrow spells it with an “e”, why you 

ask, because we “advise” our youth not “Order” them.   There are other NLAT’S comings up this year in different parts of the 

country, including one in October at Philmont Scout Camp.  

     I could talk about the NLS (National Leadership Seminar) that is coming up in October 15 –17th. At D-Bar-A scout camp. It is a 

fast moving training weekend that is focused on leadership development.  The Region Chief and other OA National Youth leader-

ship run the event.   We have 8 spots available to us.  If you are interested, contact us for more information. 

     If I thought about it, I could talk about the Spring Ordeal weekend coming up in June.  Yes! We do work, but that’s the fun part 

of it.  We are giving of ourselves! Service to others and our council to help make a better camp. We are here to make someone’s 

experience in scouting better.  

     If I really put my mind to it, I could write about what it means to seal your membership in the Order of the Arrow 

“Brotherhood.” I sealed mine in the 60’s.  After I got back into scouting in the 90’s, the 2nd thing I thought of, after I signed back up, 

was “I wonder if I can get back into an Order of the Arrow Lodge” It was a good thing back then. The memories... and it is a good thing 

now, new memories.  Six months after I got back into scouting I ran into a couple of the Scouters I knew as a youth.   

     If you have been an Ordeal member for 10 month’s you can seal your membership in the order.  Did you realize you have a chance to do 

a “Brotherhood Workshop” at the Running Waters Scout-O-Rama on May 15th, 2010.  

     If I had more time, (taxes got in the way of writing articles) I could write about the fun time I am having working with the youth 

of this lodge.  I like watching them grow and do great things.  The youth of this lodge are making a difference.  They are doing 

things. Like I said, I just cannot think of a thing to write about, so I will just get another bag of popcorn, turn on the TV, and veg out 

till next month. 

Dan Jechura, Manitous Lodge 88 Adviser 

 

Contact me at: 

redpacecar@buckeye-express.com 
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Vice Chief of Program  

Fellow Arrowmen,  

  

I would like to invite you all to our Spring Ordeal. There will be lots of fun and fellowship to go around. We will be perform-

ing service to keep our camps clean and looking great. But you’re probably asking yourself “fellowship? Is that all you guys 

have?” Nope! We work hard and play harder! When the lights go down, you can expect amazing shows, movies, music, and 

did I mention FREE food!  I hope to see you all there! More people equals a more memorable experience for the candidates 

that are going for their ordeal membership. You can check out dates and times on the lodge calendar, even register for 

events! Make this a memorable experience for YOU! You’ll be glad you signed up! Go to http://www.manitous88.org.  

 

  

-Ken Domingue 

Vice Chief of Membership (The Tall Guy) 

Brothers of the Order of the Arrow, 

 

    I'm excited for Section C-2A Conclave and Spring Ordeal this year. They are going to be rockin’ events. This year, we are 

going to bring on the heat to the other chapters with our spirit. In order to do this, we need more participation! Talk it up 

with your friends. I know we are going to have a blast! With all this fun coming up, it would be wise to pay your dues. It is not 

hard, just go to the lodge website, http://www.manitous88.org. I know it is hard with sports, school, and other obligations to 

put aside time for scouts. Trust me, you really don’t want to miss these next two events. I have met great friends from this 

program that I see regularly. Why wait. You can too! 

  

Vice Chief of Membership, 

  

Steve Domingue 

Contact me at: 

membership@manitous88.org 

Lodge Secretary Now Reporting Online 

Hey Fellow Brothers, 

 This is Ryan Oleynik, the secretary of Manitous Lodge. So far things have 

been running smooth for our lodge. We have been getting through unit elections and 

it is looking great. We are working right now on getting members to pay up their 

dues. If more people pay dues, the lodge has more money to improve the program. 

We have Section C-2A Conclave coming up soon. Have YOU signed up yet? If not, just 

visit the lodge web site and sign up. We need every member that we can get. Section 

Conclave will always be a great time, but it is even better when more people come. 

Not only can you participate in shows that rival what you may see at national events, 

but you can attend trainings, get free stuff, and participate in camp wide games (maybe 

even ones you haven’t heard of)! So come to conclave and support your lodge. The 

more the merrier! You will have a great time. I hope to see you cheering with our 

lodge at the flag pole for the spirit stick.   

Yours in Scouting, 

Ryan Oleynik  

Want to know what decisions were made at our last LEC? 

Go to http://www.manitous88.org/downloads to get the latest meeting minutes 

Photo by Brent Buchanan: 

Arrowmen in action at April Workday 
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Fellow Brothers, 

  

I have been very busy these past couple months working on the lodge “Where To Go Camping Guide.”   This is the first update since 2007, and a 

lot of information changed.  I highly recommend that you take a look at it!  If your troop is looking for a place to go on a weekend trip or for 

summer camp, this guide will to help you a lot.  You can find this guide on our lodge website under the Archived Documents in the Downloads 

Section. 

Coming up is the Section C-2A Conclave at Camp Miakonda from April 30th to May 2nd.  Coming to Section Conclave is a great way to stay active 

in the lodge. It is some of the best fun all year!  Anyone in the lodge may attend for a weekend full of fun, spirit, training, patch trading, ultimate 

Frisbee . . . the list goes on-and-on.  Be prepared to meet new brothers and learn in the ways of the selfless service that we represent here in the 

Order of the Arrow.  Also featured at this event is the Closing Campfire, which includes a show, Native American dancing, and a section wide 

game putting lodge against lodge. Registration is now up on the lodge website!  Spots fill up fast, register soon! 

 

Yours in Brotherhood, 

Michael Saunders 

Camp Promotions Chairman 

Going Camping? Check out our book! 

Tecumseh completes unit elections 

Greetings Brothers, 

 I would first like to mention that our chapter was the first to complete all unit elections. Thank you to all who helped 

make this possible. In order to become quality lodge, we need as many as many people to pay their dues. It is $12 and you can pay 

online at manitous88.org. We also need to a lot of participation, not only from our chapter, but the whole lodge for our upcoming 

event, Section C-2A Conclave. It will be held in Toledo, Ohio at Camp Miakonda from April 30th-May 2nd. To pay, go to mani-

tous88.org. The theme for this event is “Transforming into the Next Century of Scouting” (Transformers). I understand that Spring 

Ordeal is a little ways away but the theme this year will be Westerns. For any further information on this event, go to mani-

tous88.org. Now you’ve probably read about Section Conclave and Spring Ordeal a dozen times. The only way to get the full ex-

perience is to try it yourself! Bring one friend, two friends, three friends, or more! Nothing is better than being in the wilderness 

Scouting especially when you are with your buddies. Invite them to join in on an experience of a lifetime!  

Don’t forget to sign up for Scoutmail at: http://manitous88.org for more information on upcoming events! 

WWW, 

Kyle Long 

Tecumseh Chapter Chief 

tecumseh@manitous88.org 

Youth service - We had approximately twelve members and a couple of non-adult 

members help out this past Spring Work Day on April 17th, 2010. We would have liked to see more of you out there! We were 

able to complete a few of the following projects:  Fire Bowl clean-up, A-frame Clean up for summer camp staff use, repaired 4 pic-

nic tables, and split enough wood for half of the summer.  All of those who came had a great time and enjoyed themselves. The 

FREE food was great too! Thank you for all your help! I am looking forward to seeing everyone at Spring Ordeal and enjoying 

some of our wacky spirit competitions, shows, and more… 

-Thomas Brunt     

Lodge Service Chairman 

APRIL WORKDAY RECAP 
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Hello Brothers,  

 

This is Casey Lakatos here to show some Order of the Arrow 

spirit! Our chapter has been working hard to increase involve-

ment. The next few events are crucial. Section C-2A Conclave 

should be a blast, and I hope your signed up. Also, Spring Or-

deal is coming up, and we need Elongomats. We would like 

two from each chapter. If you are interested, contact me or 

your chapter chief to see how. Other than that, keep attending 

those chapter meetings. Our chapter meeting is usually the 

second Wednesday of the month at the Brighton Community 

Center. My last comment is an important one, and it is unbe-

lievable. WE STILL HAVE LEC POSITIONS OPEN! If your in-

terested, contact lodgechief@manitous88.org or join us at 

our monthly lodge executive meetings on the third Wednesday 

of the month at the Ann Arbor Council Service Center. All youth Arrowmen are welcome, so come and see us! 

      

This broadcast brought to you by: 

Casey Lakatos, Your Munhacke Chapter Chief 

Email: munhacke@manitous88.org   

Increase Attendance and have Fun! 

Hello Brothers,  

 

In case you do not already know, I am the guy who puts this newsletter together. I manage all of the online stuff you see from the 

lodge. Whether it is thinking up new creative ideas to incorporate into the lodge website or managing Scoutmail for the lodge, I do 

it all! Right now, I am writing this article from the famous Walt Disney World. All you need is a computer and the internet. Pretty 

cool, don’t you think?  

 

Wish you could be part of something cool where you are able to think creatively and 

work with gizmos and gadgets? Well here is your chance. The Communication team is 

now recruiting new teammates. So do not just sit there, get in the game! It is a fun and 

exciting position to hold in the lodge. Become a part of it today! 

 

Want more details? Email me at: comm@manitous88.org 

 

Don’t forget that anyone who is a member of the lodge is able to submit an article. If your doing 

something Order of the Arrow related, or know of someplace that offers new Scouting experi-

ences, and would like to share your pictures, stories, and more please contact us at: 

comm@manitous88.org 

 

Interested in helping the team that develops lodge communications? Contact me today! 

Elogamgussit   

April Edition articles due: 

July 12, 2010 

Submit all correspondence to: 

Kelsey Van Aken 

Manitous Lodge 88 Communications 

1979 Huron Pkwy 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 

comm@manitous88.org 

From The Editor’s Desk 
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Dear Fellow Arrowmen, 

I am currently working on setting up a fun event for the lodge. I am 

looking into possibly doing a backpacking trip. I will have more informa-

tion in the next issue. I am also looking forward to Spring Ordeal and 

Section Conclave. Remember to bring your spirit! 

If anyone has any great ideas about what you would like to do for a fun 

event, please email me. Email Address: m_strimpel@hotmail.com 

 Thank you for your Support, 

Matthew Strimpel 

Special Events Chairmen 

Hello to everyone! This is your lodge ceremonies chairman with 

an update as to what your lodge’s ceremonies members are doing. 

We currently have five teams to have compete at this year’s Sec-

tion C2-A Conclave. We will be doing Ordeal and Brotherhood 

ceremonies at Spring Ordeal. 

 

Ryan Kernyo 

Lodge Ceremonies Chairman 

PICTURES FROM APRIL WORKDAY 

Don’t forget these guys! 

mailto:m_strimpel@hotmail.com


Spring Ordeal 2010 

When: June 11ɂ13th, 2010 

 

Cost: $34.00 per Brotherhood Workshop 

 $23.00 per General Members 

 $44.00 per Ordeal Candidate 

 $25.00 per Vigil W/Vigil Breakfast  

 Pre-register ONLY! 

What: Service is done by Ordeal Candidates and lodge members on Saturday. 

On Saturday evening, lodge elections occur to elect new officers who take office 

at Fall Fellowship. Chapter Elections will follow on Sunday morning.  The lodge also conducts it's callout 

ceremony for the Vigil Honor, the Order's highest level of membership.        

Who: General Members & Candidates 

 

Where: Camp Teetonkah - 3710 Burkhart Rd, Grass Lake, MI 49210 

Register for event at http://www.manitous88.org   

 

Fall Fellowship 2010 

When: September 17-19, 2010 

Cost: $34.00 per Brotherhood Workshop 

 $23.00 per General Members 

 $44.00 per Ordeal Candidate 

 $25.00 per Vigil W/Vigil Breakfast  

 Pre-register ONLY! 

What: Our new officers assume their roles. Service is 

done by Ordeal Candidates and lodge members on 

Saturday. The lodge also confers its highest level of membership, the Vigil 

Honor. 

Who: General Members & Candidates 

Where: Camp Teetonkah - 3710 Burkhart Rd, Grass Lake, MI 49210 

(Registration Opens June 14th, 2010) 

Register for event at http://www.manitous88.org   

TOP 5 REASONS TO ATTEND  
1) Great activities! 

2) Fellowship 

3) FOOD! 

4) Service to Camp 

5) Spectacular Shows 

TOP 5 REASONS TO ATTEND  
1) Great activities! 

2) Fellowship 

3) FOOD! 

4) Service to Camp 

5) Spectacular Shows 
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