
     Fifteen years ago Allohak Lodge 88 & Teetonkah Lodge 206 merged to form Manitous 88. 

Two lodges that learned to work together to be one lodge.  We have come a long way. So 

now we celebrate. 

 

     For our Fall Fellowship we created a 2pc 15th Anniversary patch set that anyone could 

purchase and a special recognition flap for anyone that came to the fall event.  We continued 

the celebration during our winter banquet.  We invited our 1st lodge chief, Lucas Sponsler, 

back to be the guest speaker.  I thought it was really interesting to hear him talk about some 

of the problems and the fun stuff from 15 years ago.  The funny thing was the youth of 1995 

had the same concerns and problems we have today.  How do you keep membership?  What 

fun events do we hold?  He also talked about how the values he learned back then have 

stayed with him today.  One of the new things we tried this year was a fast pace live auction.  

We auctioned off 2009 NOAC Patch sets, 15th Anniversary special recognition patches, hand 

made walking sticks and other things to raise money to help our youth. 

  

YIS, 

Dan Jechura 

Manitous 88 Lodge Adviser 

HAPPY 15 TH ANNIVERSARY MANITOUS ! 
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¶ Promote Section Conclave Now! 

¶ Utilize our section website: www.sectionc2a.com 
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Corey Curtiss was recognized with the OA Founderõs Award by Migisi Opawgan Lodge 

arrowmen at their December annual dinner meeting banquet. Be sure to congratulate him  

along with other Founderõs Award recipients on the COC:  

 

Brad Lichota (Chippewa), National Chief 

Alex Allen (Chickagami), Section Vice Chief /Chickagami Lodge Chief  

Corey Curtiss (Migisi Opawgan), Courier Adviser 

Jason Strimpel, Manitous Lodge Chief  

 

FOUNDERõS AWARD RECIPIENTS  



Brothers, 

 

I am now nearing half my term as Section Chief, and I must say that Iõm very pleased with all of the dedication from everyone thus 

far. A few days before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Section Leadership Traveled down to Islamorada, Florida to attend the Central 

Region Section Officers Seminar. Alex Allen, Mike DePaulis, and myself along with several of our advisers spent the weekend with 

other section officers, preparing for the upcoming year. We learned some great new strategies to improve our Section Conclave, 

Lodge visitations, and Quality Lodge success. Look forward to these ideas to be implemented over the next year- Iõm confident that 

youõll be impressed. 

 

With conclave swiftly approaching, I would have hope by now that you have heard the theme: Transforming for the Next Century of 

Service. Think: Transformers. The Conclave is hosted by Tindeuchen Lodge at Camp Miakonda April 30 th ð May 2nd. The Council of 

Chiefs is working very hard to ensure that it will be an exceptional event. Expect top-notch training, tons of fellowship, and of 

course, world-class fun. I promise you it will be a time youõll not soon forget. 

 

I would again like to encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities the Order has to offer. Sign up to staff at the Jamboree, 

participate in OA High Adventure, go to a National Leadership Seminar. I promise that these events are incredible experiences and 

that you will not regret your decision to attend. Youõll find that these programs are normally discounted, and end up being signifi-

cantly cheaper than if you were to attend otherwise. Donõt miss out! 

 

Finally, I have to say that Iõm proud to serve all six lodges in our Section. Iõve had the opportunity to visit other lodges and Section 

and Iõm still convinced the lodges in Section C-2A are the best across the board. Well done. 

Keep making me proud! 

 

Brad Lichota, Section C-2A Chief 
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Brothers of Section C-2A, 

 

We are planning on Cuwe's and Manitous' Visitations taking place this spring, anyone interested in attending should let me know. A 

visitation is a meeting of two groups, the lodge and the Section Assistance Team. At the visitation the Lodge Chief presents the ac-

complishments of the lodge in the past year as well as what they would like to achieve in the coming year. Then the Section Assis-

tance Team, members from other lodges, can share ideas and help the lodge leadership to decide what would work best for their 

situation. Outside viewpoints can provide clarity to a situation by helping the lodge take a step back and see the big picture. We can 

all learn from each otherõs mistakes as well as our own.  As we approach the date of the Section Conclave we all need to work to-

gether to make this a great event. We have already taken great strides in the right direction with planning, but it is time to start 

thinking about how to put these plans into action efficiently to make sure that every participant has a great time. 

 

Alex Allen 

Chickagami 180 Lodge Chief 

Section Vice-Chief 

ROAD TRIP ANYONE? 

+ = 
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Boy Scouts are encouraged to do a Good Turn everyday. Throughout their 100-year history in the United States, they have done 

many. Some of those Good Turns have focused on the Metroparks of the Toledo Area. The Boy Scouts can be thanked for their 

Good Turn of going door-to-door over 80 years ago to collect pennies which were used to help buy Pearson Park. Boy Scouts 

have done countless stewardship programs, too, which have helped Metroparks keep the invasive species out and the trails neat . 

Metroparks has also benefited from many Eagle Scout projects, such as the new sign that was recently built and installed at Fort 

Miamis and the new benches at Pearson. 

Metroparks wants to join with the Scouting community in helping them celebrate the 100 th Anniversary of Scouting in the United 

States. Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 1st, 2010, when Providence Park in Grand Rapids, Ohio, will be hosting Metroparks 

Scoutennial. This is a great opportunity for Scouts of all ages and ranks to work on earning badges and pins. Sharing Your World 

with Wildlife will be offered to Bears and Cub Scouts may participate in various outdoorsman requirements.  Boy Scouts will be 

able to complete their Indian Lore badge requirements or work on their Bird Study badge. 

Speaking of birds, some very special birds will be brought in to help Scouts celebrate their CentennialñToledoõs very own Mud-

hens! After all, this is the Bird Study badge, right? Scouts will get to meet with the players. The Mudhens have exciting news for 

the Scouts, too, as the Mudhens will have information on their 5/3 Field sleepover nights for Boy Scouts.  

Providence Metropark will be open to the public during this program, so spread the word that a great program will be going on 

for Scouts this day! Prospective Scouts can come out with their families to see what some of the programs are and what great 

things are offered to local Scouts. May 1st will be a big day for Scouts at Providence Metropark! 

Right now, Metroparksõ Programming Department has many opportunities for badges and advancements. If Scouts are unable to 

complete a badge they will be able to complete many components of it. Check out our website, www.metroparkstoledo.com , for 

a schedule of upcoming events for Scouts. Available now are presenters who can come to your packõs meeting and do fun, inter-

esting, and educational presentations. Presentation costs are kept low and affordable. Metroparks offers lots of interesting pro-

grams from which to choose; the presenter brings along many props and artifacts for the Scouts to feel and touch that will br ing 

more meaning to the presentations. Advance notice is required; to book a presentation for your Scout troop please call the 

Metroparks reservation line at 419-407-9701. This is the same phone number to call for reservations for Scoutennial on May 1st, 

2010, or you can also place them online. For Scoutennial there will be a small fee per Scout; make sure you check out our website 

for more information. With 2010 being such a big year for Boy Scouts, Metroparks is looking forward to helping celebrate the 

centennial. Make sure to check our website for more to come! www.metroparkstoledo.com  Metroparks is proud to be able to 

partner with the Scouts in 2010 and beyond! 

 

Trina Houser 

Fallen Timbers Historic Interpreter 

Metroparks of the Toledo Area 

SCOUTING AND YOUR METROPARKSð A GREAT COMBINATION 

Hey Everybody, 

 

Chippewa Lodge #29 has had a great end of the year. We finished 

our dock project in November. We ended up adding two additional sec-

tions to the dock as opposed to the original eight sections of the dock. All 

in all, Chippewa Lodge #29 put in over 600 man hours and over $6000 for 

the completion of this project. In the beginning of December, Chippewa 

had itôs Annual Dinner where we welcomed our new scout executive, John Reesor, by giving him his own official, unofficial 

name tag from Steak nô Shake. Yeah, weôre still trying to get him to attend one of our official unofficial meetingsé Iôll update 

you on our status later. We also had the 2005 Central Region Chief, Paul Jensen, in to inspire the lodge to continue in cheerful 

WHATõS SHAKINõ? 

http://www.metroparkstoledo.com
http://www.metroparkstoledo.com


service. After that, we had our last Brotherhood ceremony of the year and it will definitely make history for being one of the 

best brotherhood ceremonies EVER!! The evening concluded with seven police cars surrounding our ceremony, accusing us of 

being a cult, and making sure we didnôt have any pitch forks. We didnôt have any pitch forksé But Iôm not saying anything 

about the cult thingé 

 

We ended up earning Quality Lodge and weôre crossing our fingers in hopes to earn the National Service Award. Weôre look-

ing forward to starting our year out with a strong unit elections season. 

 

Shake it Easy, 

Nathan Bynum 

CHICKAGAMI REFOCUSING FOR 2010 
Brothers, 

 

Chickagami 180 has big plans for the 100th year of the Boy Scouts of America. We are working with our council to provide an 

Order of the Arrow exhibit that will be displayed at the Port Huron Museum alongside scouting memorabilia from around the 

council. Several service projects and camp improvements are being planned in preparation for the possibility of hosting the Section 

Conclave in 2011. Our recent project was an almost complete rewrite of our Lodge Bylaws, several items were fixed and new 

committees were formed. 2010 will be a great year for Chickagami; we are re-focusing on service and what we can do to help the 

council and the community. To do this we have created a Camp Promotions Committee, a Vice Chief of Service/Activities, and a 

new Elections Team. We are also present on Facebook and the internet at www.Chickagami.org. New Ceremonies regalia are in 

the works as well as a Camp Promotions DVD that has been given to every troop in the council. We also had a successful annual 

banquet last night where we unveiled these new projects and recruited committee members. 

 

Alex Allen 

Chickagami 180 Lodge Chief 

Section Vice-Chief 

Brothers, 

  

Tindeuchen Lodge has been very busy lately.  We recently completed all of the requirements for Quality Lodge as well as con-

ducted successful elections.  We have also started the planning phases of a major community service project that will utilize not 

only Arrowmen, but also community members and other service organizations.  In only four short months we will be hosting the 

Section Conclave at Camp Miakonda.  Since there is such as short amount of time until the final event, we need your help in let-

ting us know what exactly you need.  We look forward to once again inviting the Section to Camp Miakonda and this Conclave is 

shaping up to be one to be remembered.   

  

WWW 

Jon Elder 

Tindeuchen Lodge Chief 

T INDEUCHEN INVITING YOU TO CONCLAVE 



NEWS FROM ACROSS MIG IS I 

D.C. Wheaton reporting, 

Migisi Opawgan Lodge membership grows to 1,345  

Migisi Opawgan Lodge submitted its 2010 OA Charter with 1,345 arrowmen of which 868 or 61.3% being youth members.  The 

lodge also achieved a 39.9% Brotherhood conversion rate with 162 members sealing their membership in the Order in 2009.  The 

arrowmen provided more than 20,000 hours of service to their Council and community as well as providing nearly $21,000 toward 

capital improvements such as the new 18-hole disc golf course and human foosball rink at D-bar-A Scout Ranch.   

  

224 arrowmen and guests attend Migisi Opawgan annual dinner  

Lodge 162 held its annual dinner meeting at Park Place in Dearborn, MI in early December with 224 arrowmen and guests attend-

ing.  Guest speakers included D-bar-A Scout Ranch Ranger, Mr. Dave Morosky, and new Great Lakes Council Scout Executive, Mr. 

John Reesor.  Door prizes were raffled off throughout the evening with the grand prize done at the end.  One lucky youth arrow-

man won a $200 gift certificate that can be used toward a 2009 long-term camp program in the Great Lakes Council or toward an 

2009 OA high adventure trek.   
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AFFORDABLE HIGH ADVENTURE! 
Hey Brothers, 

 

I hope you all received the gift of OA High Adventure  or a National Leadership Seminar coupon in your stocking this year.  If 

not, remind your parents, older siblings, aunts, uncles, grandparents, friends, or your generous lodge chief that the gift of OA High 

Adventure and/or NLS is good any time of year! Especially since it is so inexpensive and you get so much out of it. (The patch is 

just the beginning.) 

 

You could get high adventure for: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Groundhog Day, Valentine's Day, President's Day, Easter, High 

School Graduation, I have a great job at Taco Bell day, òlook I got an A in gymó day, or as a gift for when you earn the Archeology 

merit badge. Whatever the special occasion may be, don't let your family forget! 

 

OAOA  at Sea Base has sailed off of the calendar for 2010 (its taking a vacation). They are going to revamp the program and 

come up with a totally new and exciting program for everyone. So look for it a whole new adventure in 2011.  2010 is a great 

year to go to OA TC, OAWV, or OACO though (you have a better chance of getting into OAOA if you have been to another 

OA High Adventure Program.) 

Andrew Curtiss 

OA High Adventure and National Programs Chairman  

THE COURIER NEEDS YOU!  

Like working with technical equipment? Like reporting news? Like working in the 

field? Good with a Camera? If you answered yes to ANY of these, it sounds like 

youõre just who weõre looking for to help produce our sectionõs most vital piece of 

paper, The Courier!  

 

Contact me at kelsey.oa@gmail.com if youõre interested in taking the next step along 

your journey through the Order NOW.  
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NEWS FROM THE WEB 

Andrew Curtiss Reporting, 

 

The Order of the Arrow offers high adventure programs featuring opportunities for cheerful service. This tradition continues in the 

summer of 2010 with the OA Trail Crew (OATC) at Philmont and OA Wilderness Voyage (OAWV) and OA Canadian Odyssey 

(OACO) both at Northern Tier. There are still slots available for Arrowmen to participate in these once in a lifetime programs!  

 

As always the OAõs high adventure programs continue to be the most affordable way to experience Northern Tier or Philmont. OA 

Trail Crew and Canadian Odyssey are only $200 and OA Wilderness Voyage is only $150 for a two week experience. For every 3 

boys that want to go to Philmont, only one will get in due to the overwhelming popularity of Philmont. The OAõs programs offer 

Arrowmen a òshortcutó to Philmont. 

Excited?  I'd be too! Visit our Section Facebook Page and the OA HA Facebook Page too for up to the second information! 

 

You can also visit www.oa-bsa.org or http://adventure.oa-bsa.org/ for more information. 

THE EDITIORôS DESK 
Hello again,  

 

It was another good turnout for this edition of the Courier. 

Thank you to all those who sent in their pictures, articles, sto-

ries, and more. Remember this is the main way an average OA 

member is able to hear from whatõs happening in the Section. 

Letõs continue to make this a great newsletter, not for just the 

COC, but for all who love the Order we help to serve.  

 

This edition we also hosted an article from the metroparks. 

Scouting outside the usual COC meetings, if you know of 

someplace that offers great new Scouting experiences please 

share it with us.  

 

I think we can make turn this newsletter from good to GREAT 

in many ways. I know there are many people out there who 

have thoughtful and innovative news who could share it with 

us. If your lodge, or even your chapter or committee, is doing 

something really innovative share it with us at 

Kelsey.oa@gmail.com We want to hear your story on how 

your lodge, chapter, or committee is bettering itself. Letõs look 

forward to another great year in 2010! 

 

Kelsey Van Aken 

The Courier 

 

Want the best of the best leadership training you can get in a weekend?  Want to meet other lodge leaders from around the 

country?  Want to get to know Region and National officers?  Want to get an awesome patch?  National Leadership Seminar 

and for adults National Lodge Adviser Training Seminar is for YOU!  I learned so much and met so many life long friends 

when I went. And we have 3 sessions coming up that are less than 4 hours away and one of those is in our section (at D-bar-

A Scout Ranch).  Now's the time to do it! Sign up on line (camperships are available through lodges and the section): 

 

National Lodge Adviser Training Seminar 

Geneva Center, Rochester, IN 

February 26-28, 2010 

National Leadership Seminar 

Geneva Center, Rochester, IN 

February 26-28, 2010 

National Leadership Seminar 

Beaumont SR, High Ridge, MO 

April 23-25, 2010 

Visit:www.central.oa-bsa.org  for all sorts of great information! 

National Leadership Seminar 

D-Bar-A Scout Ranch, Metamora, MI 

October 15-17, 2010 

National Leadership Seminar 

Heartland Conference Center, Parkville, MO 

November 12-14, 2010 

National Lodge Adviser Training Seminar 

Heartland Conference Center, Parkville, MO 

November 12-14, 2010 

http://www.oa-bsa.org/
http://adventure.oa-bsa.org/
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=126
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=125
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=127
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=128
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=129
http://www.central.oa-bsa.org/calendar/?id=130

